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The economic growth of one country attributes to many factors, such as 
investment and consumption. The role of foreign trade in the economic growth 
deserves our attention. We can learn something from the growing-up of “the four 
dragons” in East Asia, the promoting function of foreign trade to their economic 
development is apparent. Since reform and open-up in the year 1978, China has 
witnessed the high-rate development of its economy and foreign trade volume. 
The inner connection between economic growth and foreign trade has been one 
of the focuses of academic study. Therefore, it’s of great meaning to deeply study 
the relation of foreign trade and China’s economic growth, and find out the role 
of foreign trade in China’s economic growth. 
On the basis of earlier study achievements, using co-integration test 
approach, this dissertation studies China’s foreign trade and economic growth 
from 1978 to 2003. The empirical study goes from the two respects: contribution 
degree of foreign trade to economic growth and their relation. Then we draw 
such conclusions as follows: when relating to the contribution degree of the 
foreign trade to economic growth, the contribution percentage of export to the 
economic growth almost accounts for over 10%; in the relation between traded 
goods structure and economic growth, China has accomplished the transition 
from primary products to industrial manufactured products in the exportation; as 
to the mode of China’s foreign trade and economic growth, the processing trade 
has been the main means both in import and export. The annually increased 
volume of the processing trade export in China, has become the main force in the 
fast-growing export trade, and it activated the function of export trade to 
economic growth. 
The dissertation empirically studied the relation between foreign trade and 
economic growth and draw conclusions as follows: 
Firstly, from the analysis of proving the regression between foreign trade 
and economic growth of China, we can find out that the total volume of imports 
and exports (relating to the rate of increase) has a close positive dependence with 
total value of GDP (relating to the rate of increase). It shows that the expansion 
of trade scale is functional to the economic growth, and that the import can 
promote the economic growth more than the export from the aspect of the rate of 
increase, that is because at the time when we import advanced machines and 
equipments from overseas, we also adopt their advanced technology, knowledge 
and system, which are important to our country’s development.  















relation between foreign trade and economic growth, we can draw the conclusion 
that there is much strong correlation between them, though their own growth are 
instable. However, in the long term, they are of balanced relation, moreover, 
Granger cause-effect test indicates that export has facilitated the economic 
growth.    
The structure of this dissertation is as following: firstly, I give an brief 
introduction to the earlier study about the relation of foreign trade and economic 
growth. Then I analyze the development of China’s foreign trade from 1978 to 
2003, and empirically study the role of foreign trade in China’s economic growth 
during this period with the approach of co-integration test and Granger causality 
test. At last, I propose some suggestions to promote China’s foreign trade, so as 
to better play the role of foreign trade in economic growth. 
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第一章  引   言 
 








年至 2003 年，我国经济增长率年均增长 9.36%。而我国的对外贸易也取得
了飞速发展，如图 1 所示，我国对外贸易从 1978 年的 206.4 亿美元，增长
到 2004 年的 11547.4 亿美元，增长了近 56 倍。对外贸易的依存度从 1978
年的 9.6%上升到 2003 年的 63.07%，外贸依存度提高的速度比其他国家快的
多，高的多：其他大国外贸依存度通常很少达到 30%，但中国外贸依存度 1995
年就达到了 39.7%，2003 年高达 63.07%。在 1978 年—2003 年的 25 年里，
中国进出口总额年均增长 16.04%，远远超过同期 GDP 年均增长幅度；中国
占世界贸易的比重持续提高，出口和进口占世界的比重从 1983 年的 1.2%和




















成，其它贸易所占比重很小。我国对外贸易方式从 20 世纪 90 年代以来已经
发生了深刻的变化，无论是进口还是出口，加工贸易都已成为主要的方式。
2004 年，我国加工贸易继续保持快速增长，进出口总额达到 5497.2 亿美元，











































































































































































贸易对经济的带动问题。其中较为著名的是 D·H·罗伯特逊在 20 世纪 30
年代首次提出来的对外贸易是“经济增长的发动机”（Engine of Growth）
命题。20 世纪 50 年代，R·纳克斯对这一学说又进行了进一步的充实和发
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